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OBSERVATIONS 


CARD-PLAYING. 
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n AM not one of thoſe ſevere cen- 
ſors, who condemn all innocent 


I 


1 5 recreations, as unworthy of the 
character of a chriſtian. Re- 


creations, in their turn, areas neceſſary as 


our more ſerious employments. But I con- 


B feſs 
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2 OBSERVATIONS 
feſs I have long doubted, whether CaRp- 


PLAYING (as it is generally practiced) is that 


INNOCENT recreation which it paſſes for in 
common eſtimation. The reaſon of my 
doubt I will plainly open to the publick 35 
and, as I am writing to chriſtians, J hope it 
will not be judged improper to quote a 
Scripture caſe, as the foundation of what ! 
have to ſay. 


THERE were, in the church of Corinth, 
in St. Paul's time, ſome converts to chriſti- 
anity from heatheniſm, who ate of things, 


that had been offered to Idols by the hea- 


thens in their Idol-worſhip. The Apoſtle 
admits the lawfulneſs of the thing in itſelf, 


or in reſpec of any defilement or unclean- 


neſs, that there might be conceived to be in 


ſuch meats; for he ſays Chap. viii. verſ. 4. 
Me know that an Idol is notbing in the world, 
and that there is no other God but one. It 

an 


on CARD-PLAYING. 3 
an Idol is nothing, it can operate nothing 
towards making any thing clean or unclean. 
| But ſtill he infifts (and with reaſon inſiſts) 

that though the eating of things offered to 
Idols was lawful in itſelf, it might be made 
unlawful by the circumſtances that attend- 
ed it, and the ſpirit and intention of thoſe 
who did it. If a man cats of a thing that 
has been offered to an Idol but eats it as 
common food; there is no harm in it; for 
meat commendeth us not to Cod; neither if we 
eat are we the better, neither if we eat not 
are the worſe, But if he eats it intending 
religious honour to the Idol, it is idolatry ; 
and ſome ſuch there were (half-converts, as 
we may call them) who retaining a ſecret 
veneration for the Idols whom they had but 
newly forſaken did / eat. Some with con- 
ſcience of the Idol unto this hour eat it as a 
thing offered to an Idol; and their conſcience 
being weak is defiled. 
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4 OBSERVATIONS 


AGAIN ; if a man eats with a good con- 
ſcience himſelf, that is, not intending ho- 
nour to the Idol ; and by his example an- 
other perſon, not ſo well inſtructed, is en- 
couraged to eat intending ſuch honour ; he 
leads his neighbour into idolatry, and is 
guilty of a breach of charity. If any man 
ſee thee which haſt knowledge fit at meat in 
the Idols temple, ſhall not the conſcience of 
him which is weak be emboldened to eat thoſe 
things which are offered to I dols; and through 
thy knowledge ſhall thy weak brother periſh 
for whom Chriſt died? Therefore the Apoſtle 
is careful in adviſing abſtinence from ſuch 
food in all caſes where a reaſonable conftruc- 
tion might ariſe that honour to the Idol was 
intended by eating; which, otherwiſe, would 
be a very indifferent matter. I hatever is 
ſold in the ſhambles eat; aſking no queſtion 
1 for conſcience ſake. Chap. x. verſ. 25. What 
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on CARD-PLAYING. 5 
is ſold in the ſhambles is fold as common 
tood, and would naturally be underſtood to 
be eaten as common food, whether it had 
} afore been offered to Idols or not. No con- 
= ſtruction therefore could ariſe from hence, 

that it was eaten as meat offered to Idols. 
Again; I any of them that believe not bid 
you to a feaſt, and ye be diſpoſed to go; what- 

ſoever is ſet before you eat, aſking no queſtion 

for conſcience ſake. Verſ. 27. In this caſe 
likewiſe no conſtruction could ariſe. For ad- 
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mitting that the meats, or any part of them, : 
had been offered to Idols; the ſtranger, 
who knew nothing of it, would be preſum- 
; ed to eat of them no otherwiſe than as 
4 common food. But if any man $sav unto 
you THIS 18 offered in ſacrifice unto Idols ; 
eat not for HIS ale that ſhewed it and for 
conſcience ſake—Conscitnce, I ſay, not 
THINE OWN, but of THE OTHERS, Verl. 28, 
29. For in this caſe there would be room 
| to 


6 OBSERVATIONS 
to ſuppoſe, that he who ate of things offer- 
ed to Idols, after he had been warned that 


they had been offered to Idols, did intend 
honour to thoſe Idols: And much ſtronger 


would the conſtruction yet be, if a man 
ſhould eat of things offered to Idols, in the 


very temples of thoſe Idols ; as the Apoſtle 
has intimated in the paſſage already cited. 
For the temples of Idols were places peculi- 


arly ſet apart for idolatrous worſhip ; and 
the feaſting there upon thoſe ſacrifices was 
by a known, eſtabliſhed, interpretation, un- 
derſtood to be paying religious honour to 


Idols. So that in theſe caſes, though a man 


really intended no honour to Idols, he would 
be underſtood-as intending it ; which (the 
example conſidered) comes to one and the 


ſame thing. 


 1rave been thus particular in explaining 
this point, that you may the more ſenſibly 


feel, 
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on CARD-PLAYING. 7 
ſeel, the weight of the advice I have to 


build upon it. The general doctrine that 


may be raiſed from it is, that the meaſure of 
our conduct is to be taken, not from the 


ſimple abſtracted nature of the things about 


which our behaviour is converſant ov Lv, but 
from their connections and dependencies 
also; in which we are not ſo much to re- 
gard ourſelves as to regard nobody elſe ; but 
rather (in caſes where God's law binds not 
to one particular way of acting) we are more 
to attend to what is fit for us to do, view be- 
ing had to the weakneſſes of others (who may | 
be privy to the action, and may probably 


draw it into ſome bad conſequences) than to 


what we ourſelves may do with ſafety to 
our own virtues . The chriſtians in St. 
Paul's 


* Take this matter if you pleaſe, in the words of 
Archbiſhop Sharp, vol. b. ſerm. 4. p. 92, 93.“ It is 
certain that every man is bound in charity to his 
* brothers ſoul, thus far to deny At as to for- 


c bear 


3 
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8 OBSERVATIONS 


Paul's time were bound by no neceſſity to | 


eat of things offered to Idols. Other food 
was to be had. Nor was it idolatry to eat 
of things offered to Idols, in thoſe who, 


having 0 conſcience of the Idol, ate them 


only as common food. Their own virtues 
there- 


ce bear thoſe actions, whiclr otherwiſe he might 
ce lawfully do; when the caſe ſo happens that thoſe 
<« actions, if they be done will in all probability be 
ce a ſnare to others to do ſomething that they ought 


ce not to do. And this is the very caſe about which St. 
Paulis ſo large in the 14th chapter of his epiſtle to 


<« the Romans, and 8th and 10th chapters of the firſt 
ec epiſtle to the Corinthians, where he treats of this 
« argument. The ſum of his diſcourſe of ſcandals 
ein theſe epiſtles comes to this, vg. That in mat- 
ce ters purely indifferent, which are tied upon us, nei- 
ether by the laws of God nor man, but it is perfect- 
ly left at our liberty, whether we will act or not 
« act; in all theſe caſes we ſhould have fo much 
ce regard to the ignorance, and infirmities, and pre- 
ce judices of thoſe we converſe with, as rather to for- 
ce bear the practice of thoſe things which are other- 
« wiſe lawful, and we may freely do, than by uſing 
<« our liberty in ſuch things, to give encouragement 


to other mens fins, or to be a blameable occaſion 


« of another man's fall.” 
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n CARD-PLAYING. 9 
therefore were ſafe. Vet becauſe by the 


examples of ſuch, others, not ſo well in- 


ſtructed, were drawn into an idolatrous eat- 


ing; therefore the practice ſtands condemned 


as uncharitable and unchriſtian. 


Tuts is the ſtate of the caſe: And, to 
bring you to the point J have in view, let 
us, in the place of eating things offered to 
Idols, put CarD-PLAYING ; of which we 


may very juſtly ſay, that cards are nothing, 
and Card-playing is nothing; that is, they 


are nothing in any religious reſpect; for 


neither if we play no? are we zhe better, nei- 


ther if we play are we the worſe. Conſider- 
ed as a mere diverſion it is an indifferent 


matter. But as the eating of things offered 


to Idols, though in itſelf alſo indifferent, 
might become unlawful by circumſtances, 


ſo alſo may Card-playing. The eating of 


things oftered to Idols, became unlawful 


0 by 


w OBSERVATIONS he 
by eating with conſcience of the Idol, that is * 
by intending thereby religious honour to the = 
Idol; and Card-playing may become un- F 
lawful by the exceſſes that attend it. It may 9 
be the inſtrument of avarice, of fraud, of 
irreligion, of a fooliſh and extravagant waſte 
| 9 of time, or money or of both: In one word 
i this innocent thing, (as it may be conducted) 
may be the root of almoſt every thing that 
is bad. Look a little about you, and you 
will ſee examples enough. Some cheat, 
l N ſome ſpend their fortunes, ſome cannot find 
time to ſay their prayers, not ſparing even . 
5 the Lord's day; ſome are at play, when | 
they ſhould be at work, or following the 4 
| | buſineſs of their lawfull callings ; to the 
| || hurt of their families, to the hurt of the 
J' publick, and yet all this while (the thing 
|| | materially conſidered) very innocently em- 


=—_ ployed. 
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on CARD-PLAYING. 11 
Tulfs (you will fay) is very bad 
But who are you ſpeaking to? Not to 
ME, who am guilty of none of theſe exceſſes. 
« I play at cards, but I do not cheat nor 
e hazard more than I can afford to loſe. 1 


* have card meetings at my houſe ; but I 


© keep good order in my family, and ſo 


“manage my diverſions that I have room 


3 enough for them and the duties of religi- 


on too. 


Ir is a very eaſy matter to perſuade our- 
ſelves that there is 0 harm in a thing which 


we lile; but we often deceive ourſelves, and 


perhaps in no caſes more frequently than 
in this. You may not hurt your fortunes; 
but you may cheriſh a ſpirit in your chil- 
dren which will hurt * hem; and you may 

C 2 Furt 


* The following lines of Juvena! as they are a 


tranſcript from nature are better than an hundred 
arguments. 


Sec natura Jubet : V. in, & citrus nos 17 
Corrumpunt 


12 OBSERVATIONS x 
| hurt yourſelves too in a very tender point ; HY 
| | for though you have no vices, you may not 4 
be in the proper way to improve your vir- = 
j tues—But granting you all you aſk ; and 1 
: ſuppoſing that you are the good manager _—_ 
Wl you talk of, I have yet one queſtion to aſk 
1 N 


1 Corrumpunt vitiarum EXEMPLA DOMESTICA, magni, 
| | : Cum ſubeunt animos auttoribus— — 

1 Si damnoſa ſenem juvat alea; ludit & heres 

| | Bullatus, parvoque eadem movet arma fritillo. 

1 — — — Unus & alter 

7 Forſitan hec ſpernant juvenes, quibus arte benigna, 

| 1 | Et meliore luto finxit precordia titan: 

Hl Sed reliquos fugienda patrum veſiigia ducunt 

Et monſirata diu veteris trahit orbita culpæ. Sat. xiv. 
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Which may be thus rendered. 


DoMESTICK BAD EXPAMPLES always find 

The quickeſt entrance in a tender mind. 

Untutor'd, under ſimple nature's ſway, 

The children fear no ill, if parents lead the way. 
When the grey-headed father throws the dice 

The boy in petticoats, firſt apes the vice. 
Some few eſcape the ſnare, to whom kind heav'n 
A ſounder mind and better ſenſe has givn: :- Þ 
The reſt will tread the ſteps they ought to ſhun 4! 

And in the long-ſhewn tract of the old miſchief run. 
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on CARD-PLAYING. 13 


you Are you ſure that your next neigh- 
bour, — that the companions of your diver- 
ſion, — that all who are the witneſſes of your 
behaviour, are as good managers as you? 


If you are not ſure of this, but ſee the di- 


rect contrary; your buſineſs is but half 
done. For you are now but in the ſituation 
of thoſe who (in St. Paul's time) ate of 
things offered to Idols without conſcience of 
the Idol. They were clear of the idolatry, 
and you are clear of the exce/s. But be- 
cauſe they were clear of the idolatry, did St. 
Paul allow the practice? No; he forbad 
it. And why? Why becauſe it was a 


STUMBLING-BLOCK in the way of others. 


And is not your card- playing as much a 
ſtumbling- block in the way of others, as 
their eating of things offered to Idols? And 
muſt not then the concluſion be, that as 
thoſe in St. Paul s time were to forbear eat- 
ing; ſo _ are to forbear Card-playing, 

{o 


14 OBSERVATIONS. 


ſo far at leaſt as not to make yourſelf a pub- 


lick example? Which you do, when you 
(as it were) eat in the temple of Idols; that 
is, not only when you fit down to play in 
publick gaming-houſes ; but alſo when you 
form yourſelves into patties and companies 


to carry on the trade of gaming ; which is 
turning every private houſe into a gaming 


houſe, and a more effectual way of ſpread- 
ing the miſchief than the reſorting to pub- 
lick gaming houſes can be. It is ſuppoſed 
(for the preſent) that you yourſelf are guilty 
of no excels. No more were all thoſe who 
ate of things offered to Idols, guilty of ido- 
latry. But as ſome of them did, ſo do you. 
You give your example and aſſiſtance to 
carry on a dangerous practice. Vou may 
not fall in your/elf; but you dig, or help to 
keep open, the pit that allows up great 
numbers. 


CON 


en GARD-PLAYING, 2g 
Cos 1IpER this, and conſider it well: And 
let me give you the ſenſe and practice of a very 
ſerious perſon upon this caſe. You will find 
it in Biſhop Arrerbury's ſermon *on thedeath 
of the right honourable the lady CurtrTs, 
who makes it a part of the very high cha- 
racter he has given of her, that ſhe baniſh- 
ed herſelf from the publick diverſions of the 
town, upon this very principle, left By HER 
EXAMPLE ſhe ſhould draw others thither to 
their hurt, THoUGH SHE HERSELF WERE 
SECURED from the infection; in which ſhe 
ſeems to have poſſeſſed the very ſpirit of 
St, Paul, If meat make my brother to offend, 
J will eat no fleſh whilft the world Randeth 
left ¶ make my brother to offend. This good 
| woman lived in modeſter times than theſe, 
when the ſtage was almoſt the only publick 
diverhon ; at which * ſhe thought it ſcarce 
* Vol. I. Serm. 6. | 
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16 OBSERVATIONS 

« poſſible to be preſent without hearing 
e ſomething that wounded chaſte ears; for 
« which no amends could be made to vir- 
« tue, by any degree of wit or humour 
cc which, perhaps, might otherwiſe abound.“ 
What would ſhe doit ſhe was now alive to 
ſee that rage of pleaſure which prevails in 
almoſt all families of rank or faſhion? 
where cards are as regularly brought forth 
for the evenings diverſion as the table is ſet 


out for dinner; and where you cannot 


make a civil viſit, without being call- 


ed upon to play, for more perhaps than 
ſuits your condition, though not for more, 


than you may think yourſelf obliged to ha- 
zard rather than appear uncomplaiſant. What 
would the do (I ſay) or rather what are wr 
to do who are alive and ſee theſe things? The 


card-table and the ſtage both ſtand upon 


the ſame foot, in this reſpect, that they are 
lawful in themſelves, but both inlets to great 
miſchief. 


o CARD-PLAYING:. 17 
miſchief. Which of them does | moſt, I 
take not upon me to ſettle ; leſt by making 
a compariſon I ſhould be underſtood as 
commending that to which I give the pre- 
ference ; which is not my meaning. But 
the ſtage has the advantage of the card-table 
in theſe two points, viz. that the one is a 
more rational entertainment, and more li- 
mited by times and ſeaſons, and the abilities 

D- of 

* Archbiſhop Sharp, ſpeaking of plays, ſays thus, 


(Serm. 8. vol. 5.)---< If it do appear that they mi- 
e niſter to vice and fin ; if they tend to the debauch- 


15 ing mens manners; if they promote wantonneſs 
5 and luxury; if they inſinuate into the minds of 
| the ſpectators, principles of atheiſm or irreligion : 
: ] fay if theſe BE the effects of them THEY ARE a 
5 TO BE ABANDONED BY CHRISTIANS. But if they 
4 <« do XoT directly or NECESSARILY TEND to the pro- 
1 « duction of ſuch effects-I have nothing to ſay to 
bk <« them.”---Nor I neither. Only it ſhould be oblery- 


« ed, that it is not ſaid, that the a&ual production of 
theſe effects ſhould be neceſſary, ere Plays are, diſ- 
carded ; but the TENDECNY to ſuch production; and 
as this tendency ſeems plain, they will fall under the 
preſent caſe. 
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of men than the other. Every man cannot 
afford to go to a play, at leaſt not often 3 
nor is the ſtage open, at all times. But a 


beggar may game as well as a gentleman or 


nobleman; and neither day, nor night, nor 
hour, are ſafe from the encroachments of 


this vice. To which it ſhould be added 


that when a man goes to a play, he knows 


the price; but when he fits down to a card- 
table he never can tell beforehand what it 
will coſt him. 


War then has a good man to do? You 
have had your general leſſon already from 
St. Paul; FORBNAR; withdraw the influ- 


_ ence of your EXAMPLE ; that is (as I would 


preſcribe) PLAY NO CARDS 3 except you will 
ſeparate the play from lucre, which, no 
doubt, you will think to be a ridiculous pro- 
poſal : For, you will fay that there is no 
DLVERSION in playing cards for nothing. But 


do 
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on CGARD-PLAYING. 19 
do you not now ſee that avarice throws off 
I the maſk in ſpite of you ? Nothing, it 
i ſeems, will pleaſe. you unleſs you can ger 
4 ſomething by it—O ! But it is a trifle—Be 

| it lo. This may juſtify you in point of 
prudence ; but it will not ſatisfy as to the 
example. Your playing for no more than 
you can ſpare, may induce others to play 
for more than they are worth. The caſe 
is—The Hop is kept open, and the trade 
goes on by your encouragement; and what 
rrifles may come to by degrees, the experi- 
ence of the world will fully convince you. 
Moſt exceſſes ſpring from ſmall beginnings. 
Formerly we were contented to play a game 
at cards for pence. A ſhilling was reckon- 
ed a high flake. But now (it ſeems) ſcarce 
any body will fit down for leſs than half 
crowns or crowns; and ſome for nothing 
leſs than gold. If this ſhews that we have 
more money now than we had formerly, it 

9 2 18 
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1s no proof that we have more ſenſe : But it 


is evidence beyond all exception how neceſ- 


ſary it is become to pull up this rank weed 
by the very roots, which is ſo apt to over- 


run the ground upon which it grows; and 
which it is ſcarce poſſible to confine with- 
in any reaſonable bounds But to proceed. 


' You have now the rule and the applica- 


tion of it. The rule is, that in any caſe 


where no neceſſity urgeth, nor law en- 
forceth, nor any wiſe or laudable end of ac- 


tion recommendeth ; we ſhould not do that 


which may prove a ſtumbling- block in our 
neighbours way. This is /cripture. The 
application of the rule to this particular caſe 


is ny own , and you are to conſider it. If 


it is right your duty lies plain before you: 


And I ſee not how it can ſtand in any other 
light; for the offence is viſible and notori- 
ous; and a man will be hard put to it, to 


bring 


on CARD-PLAYING. 21 


bring either neceſſity, or law; or any wiſe 


or laudable end of acting, to favour this 
practice. And let it well be remembered, 
that ſuch breaches of the law of charity, hold 


not the loweſt rank of offences, in the 


chriſtian ſcale. St. Paul tells us, that hen 
de thus fn againſt the brethren we ſin again} 


Chriſt. 1 Cor. viii. 12. And our Saviour 
has denounced a woe againſt thoſe By wHom 
offences come; and ſays, it were better for 
ſuch a one that a milſtone were hanged about 


his neck, and that he were drowned in the . 


depth of the ſea. Matt. xvii. 6. 


Ir exceſſes in this way were rare, there 
would be the leſs need of caution. Our 
forefathers uſed cards as an entertainment 
for their gaudy days ; confined (chiefly) to 
one ſeaſon of the year: And, if we conſider 
the frugality with which that recreation was 
managed, he muſt have been a ſour caſuiſt 


who 
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who could have found fault. But when 
eard-playing is made the main buſineſs of 
life, and our very children are bred up to 
| it as a ſcience; when clubs, and cabals are 
5 formed both in town and country, to carry 
on the trade of gaming to the hurt of fami- 
lies and of the publick virtue; I think it 
= very highly concerns all who have any re- 
gard to religion, or to the common intereſt, |. 
to do their utmoſt to ſhame this wicked - 5 
„ practice out of doors; and how can they _ 
do it but by uniting as one Man, to ſet up 
an example on the other fide? Laws can- 
| not ſtop the progreſs of this national frenſy. 
| For we are come to that pals, that we can 
neither bear our vices, nor thoſe Reſtraints 
that are proper to cure them, Laws have 7 
been tryed: And all the good they — M 
have done is to ſhew the publick ſenſe* 
| of 
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* Taxes laid upon cards, may be conſidered alſo 
| as 4 
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of the miſehief ; which is thus far uſeful, 
that it ſerves to put us in mind, how induſ- 
trious every man ſhould be, in his private 
ſtation, to do what becomes him, when it 
fo plainly appears that the remedy lies /o/ely 
within ourſelves. Cuſtom and faſhion, I 
know, will be pleaded in this caſe. It is 
the filly pretence that gives ſanction to a 
thouſand filly things; and if the cut of 


your hair, or the colour or folding of your 


garments were the only point in queſtion, it 
would not be worth diſputing. Be ridicu- 
lous for faſhion ſake, if you like it; but be 

Not 
as a proof of this publick ſenſe. But there is this in- 


conveniency attending them ; that not being of 
weight ſufficient to ſtop the miſchief ; they do hurt. 


For they make gaming more expenſive, which helps 


to ruin men the faſter. This may be the caſe of all 
taxes, laid upon the inſtruments of luxury. But let 
us remember that, if we are ruined, it is not the 


law that ruins us. We ruine ourſelves. The law 
does not mean to force, but to throw a beck in our 
way to miſchief. If we will leap over and ſhould 


break our ſhins, we muſt take it for our pains. 
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not wicked for faſhion ſake ! When the in- 
tereſt of religion, and the publick weal lye 
at ſtake, cuſtom and faſhion (ada them) 
are the very MARK We are to aim at; the 
fortreſs which we are to batter down; and 
if all good men would (as it were) combine 
in this work it would be done; or the rakes. 
and the gameſters would be a worD by 
themſelves, as it is fit for they ſhould be, 
17 they will not reform. Bad men and 
fools may invent bad faſhions, and very na- 


turally will do ſo; but it is the countenance 


of the wiſe and the good that gives them 


force. 


When you ſee what would be the effect 
if all would unite ; you ſee what is the duty 
of particulars. For what is right in num- 
bers, is as right in one or two, in all caſes, 


where, though the principal end may not 
be attained, yet ſomething good will follow. 


I; 
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It is a hard matter to beat down cuſtom, 
nor will it always be attempted with ſucceſs. 
But this ſhould not diſcourage any from 
giving good advice or from ſetting good 
examples. The means (we are to conſider) 
are in our hands; the iſſue is in the hand 
of Gop. Do you then your own part and 
let it work. Something will come of it J 
make no queſtion. Vou alone cannot re- 
form the world; but you may help towards 
it; you may reform ſomebody: Or if not 

even this; it will be better for you (like 
Abdiel in * Milton) to ſtand ſingle and alone, 

| +: 5 than 
In that noble deſcription of the revolt of the an- 

gels (Parad. Loſt, book 5.) where Abdiel (the only 
{pirit who preſerved his allegiance to his maker) 
broke through the rebellious rout with ſcorn and in- 
dignation, and went back up into Heaven ; which 
(ſays Mr. Addiſon) © exhibits to us a noble moral of 
„ RELIGIOUS SINGULARITY ; and a pattern fit to be 
© 1mitated by thoſe who live among mankind in 
their preſent ſtate of degeneracy and corruption.” 


The eulogy which the angel received from God, 
: | when 
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lf than to make yourſelf partaker of other 

[1 mens fins. J am very ſenſible, that in things 

1 | ; 1 

if that are but accidentally bad, more latitude 

if may be allowed than in thoſe which are e/- 

ll A. ſo; and I would not, by any thing 

1 | IT 

Il that I have faid, be fo ng underſtood, b 

[f as 1 

| | when he firſt appeared before his throne (Book vi. „ 

1 verſ. 29.) may help to warm the breaſts of thoſe who 1 

lt read it into a pious emulation ; and therefore I will ; 
give it in the poets own words. : 
Servant of God! well done: well haſt thou fought f 

1 The better fight; who, sIN GLE, haſt maintain'd, 

0 5 Againſt revolted multitudes, the cauſe 

Of truth; (in word mightier than they in arms) 

0 And, for the teſtimony of truth, haſt borne 

1 | Dniverſal reproach (far worſe to bear 

ll Than violence ;) for this was all thy care, 

1 Jo ſtand approved in fight of God; THOUGH WORLDS 

i | JupG'D THEE PERVERSE. — 

| 

. | 

I! Singularity always draws reproach after i it; as it is a 

lo tacit charge againſt the generality, who are hereby 

lf | provoked to ſeek revenge; and ſometimes it is a re- 

if venge very ſevere. But hard as it may be to bear 

|} | reproach, and wife as it is to avoid it in trifling mat- 


ll ters; it MUST be borne when the queſtion comes to 
; thit—ſhall we pleaſe Gop or man? 
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as if I thought it to be a s for a perſon to 
play a game at cards with his own family 
only, or (accidentally) even in his neighbours 
houſe, when it ſufficiently appears that it is 
meant only as a piece of reſpect. We muſt 
take the ſtate of the world as it is, and be 
content with advancing as far as we can, 
though it may not be ſo far as we would. 
But the great thing to be guarded againſt 
are ſet meetings for card-playing, whether 
in publick or in private houſes ; which (as 
the caſe now ſtands) I do not ſee how they 
can be either juſtified or excuſed upon chriſ- 
tian principles. | 


I Have placed this queſtion in a light in 
which it is not commonly, at leaſt not ſuffi- 
ciently, conſidered ; but I hope it will ap- 
pear to be a very juſt one. St. Paul's ad- 
vice is, Let no man ſeek his own ; but every 
man anothers wealth. 1 Cor. x. 24. And 

8 E 2 | if 
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if he could ſay with ſo much reſolution, if 
meat moke my brother to offend J will eat no 
Aeſb while the world ftandeth left I make my 
brother to offend; is it not as reaſonable, is 
it not as natural, for every good chriſtian to 
ſay, if caRDs make my brother to offend, I 
will PLAY NO CaRDs whilſt the world fland- 
eth leſt I make my brother to offend ? But 
ſtripping the argument of it's religious dreſs, 
I will venture to lay it down as a maxim of 
common ſenſe, that no diverſion ought to 
be encouraged when it comes to be general. 
ly abuſed, and grows into a PUBLICK GRIE- 
VvANCE. That this is the caſe of Carp- 
PLAYING (with it's appendages) there need 
no proof. Experience cries it aloud. The 
contagion hath infected both ſexes; al] 
ranks and orders. The miſchief of it is felt 
every where. In the ſenate and in the 
church; in our fleets and in our armies ; in 
our publick, as well as our private oecono- 
my. 
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my. It has changed the very temper and 
ſpirit of the nation. Idleneſs and unthrifti- 
neſs are broken in among the women ; and 
the drawing-room hath unſtrung thoſe hands 
that are wanted in the field to defend our 
country. "Theſe, one would think, are calls 


| ſtrong enough, to put us upon beginning a 


reformation in theſe matters, if it is not too 


late—But we muſt try. For whatever we 


may talk of the innocency of our recreati- 
ons, Ir our ATTACHMENTS to them are fo 
ſtrong, that no conſiderations of religion, or . 


virtue, can reſtrain us ; it will very plainly 
appear to all the world (as it /bowld to our- 


ſelves) that eLEASURE is become our 1DoL. 


And what concord hath Chriſt with Belial ; 


or the temple of God with the temples of 


Idols? 2 Cor. vi. 15, 16, 


Bur 1 hope lere I muſt ſtop; 
and leave it to every reader to furniſh me 
with 
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with a proper anſwer. I have borne my 
teſtimony ; but J ſhall be heard (I fear) but 


by a few in ſo great a croud. The pre- 


 {cription is good; but the diſeaſe is ſtub- 


horn and inveterate : And after all, perhaps 
our beſt hope may be, that though (chil- 
dren-like) we will not be talked out of our 
rattles we may, at ſome time or other, grow 
weary of them and throw them away our- 
ſelves. Vices have their turns and periods. 
One riſes and another falls, as the humours 
of mankind (forever vanable) change. It 
will not be to our credit to truſt to this iſſue; 
nor is it fate. Vices wear out, as they come 
in, by {low degrees; and whether God will 
indulge us long enough to make the expe- 
riment, or there 1s not more reaſon to be ap- 
prehenſive that ſome grievous national cala- 
mity is preparing for us to /cor ge us into our 
ſenſes; it behoves us all well to conſider. 
Something ſeems to be gathering if we can 


diſcern 
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diſcern the ſions of the times. The earth hath 
trembled under our feet; and is yet ſcarce {ta- 
ble upon her foundations. Wan (like a tem- 
peſt) thunders from afar; and where the 
burſt will fall we can none of us tell. We 
equip fleets and armies; but Gop goeth Not 
forth with our hoſts. For this we faſt and 
pray; and (O! ſhame to add !) we play, we 


dance, we revel. We are religious by fits; 


licentious by habit. We faſt and we pray 


as having ſomething to fear; we live as if 
we had nothing; or as if religion and licen- 


tiouſneſs had ſhaken hands, and were grown 


good friends. Will God forever bear this 


proſane hypocriſy? He has borne it long; 


and therefore it /eems as if we preſumed that 


he will forever bear it. But let us learn 


wiſdom from former examples; and remem- 
ber what happened to the old world in the 
days of Noah ; they were eating and drin- 


| ing, 
* Matt, Xvi. 3. 
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32 OBSERVATIONS 
ing, marrying and giving in marriage ; all 
in the heighth of their mirth and jollity ; 
when he flood came upon them and deſtroy- 
ed them all. God grant it may Nor be /5, 


{9 THIS GENERATION |. 


Tus much for the common inſtruction. 
There are one ſort of men whom I would 
ſpeak to particularly on this occaſion, if I 
may do it without offence ; : nd they are 


THE CLERGY ; Who can never ſtand in a 


more advantageous light, than by placing 


themſelves at the head of thoſe who are 
ready to joyn in the good work which J 
have recommended in theſe obſervations. I 


do not inſiſt upon the authority of their 


canon (though THaT ſhould not be de- 


ſpiſed) but upon the reaſon of it, which 


ſtands upon goſpel principles, vi. that they 
are the light of the world — the ſalt of the 
earth; that they are to be EX Au LES zo the 


Hock, 
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flock, and to abſtain not onl y from evil but 


from the appearance of it. Card-playing 


hath the appearance of evil; and (for the 
moſt part, perhaps) ſhould be conſidered as 


the beginning of it, as it perpetually drives 


to excels; for which the example of the 
clergy ſhould not be pleaded, though (too 
naturally) it u be pleaded, if they are ſeen 
frequently at leaſt) thus employed. I am 


not in the way nnch to obſerve the beha- 


viour of the clergy in this reſpect; but I 


never heard that they are remarkably reſerv- 
ed in theſe matters, which it is very much 


to be wiſhed that they were. For this I 


ſpeak from my own feeling (and I ſuppoſe it 
may be the ſenſe of a great many) that there 
is not a more offenſive ſpectacle than to ſee 
a young gentleman who has taken upon 
himſelf the charge of a pariſh, running 
about from houſe to houſe, almoſt all 
the week, to card- meetings; and ex- 
hibiting himſelf in the pulpit to read a 
lean moral Eſſay on the Sunday, when 
but a few days before he had been lead- 
ing up a dance at an aſſembly. Need I 
obſerve, that the offence will be ſtill great- 
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_ neſs, that diſengagement from the modes and 


they ſee it, or Thin they do. I am no me- 


them, than whole books of controverſy. 


er, if perſons of higher rank in the church 
ſhall do the like? But ſuch fights are ſeen; 
and, I am afraid, are not very uncommon : 


And perhaps, I ſhall not be miſtaken in 


my reckoning, if I fay, that this hath 


been one great cauſe of the growth of mr- . 

THOD18M. The people do not ſee in the RE- 
GULARclergy (for ſo I muſt nowcall them by 
way of diſtinction) that gravity, that ſeriouſ- 


faſhions of a looſe world which they expect; 
and therefore they run after others where 


thodiſt, nor a friend to ſuch. Their doc- 
trines by which they ſtand diſtinguiſhed, 
are dangerous, and have been deſtructive to 
many who have followed them. So much 
the more careful then ſhould the clergy be 
to take from them this handle, and to excell 
them as much in the exemplarineſs of their 
lives as they do in the ſoundneſs of - their 
reaching ; which will do more towards 
en thoſe faſt who are with them, and 
winning back thoſe who are departed from 
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